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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listing of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1-8. (Canceled). 

9. (Currently Amended) An automatic analyzer comprising: 
an analytical module for analyzing living body samples; 
a sample supplv loading unit for supplying said samples; 
a sample collection unit for collecting said samples; 

a conveyer unit for conveying sample racks with samples to be analyzed from 
said sample s^ppJ yloading unit along at least one conveyor line to said analytical 
module and conveying sample racks, for which sampling has completed, from said 
analytical module to said sample collection unit ; and 

a s a mpl e buff e r arrana e men t first rack rotor and a second rack rotor arranged 
on the conveyer unit for receiving samples from the sample swsK Moading unit, 
holding them, supplying desired ones of them to the analytical module, receiving 
samples returned from the analytical module and supplying returned samples to the 
sample collection unit, said sampl e buffer arranaom e nt first rack rotor and said 
second rack rotor comprising at least two buffers including a first buffer disposed at 
one end of said conveyer unit for receiving samples from the sample supptv-loading 
unit, holding them and supplying desired ones of them to said conveyer unit for 
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conveyance to said analytical module, and a second buffer disposed at the other end 
of said conveyer unit for holding samples for which sampling has completed, 
returning samples to be re-analyzed to said analytical module and returning samples 
to be re-analyzed to said sample collection unit T ; and 

a line switching unit for switching conveyer lines of said conveyer unit to 

transfer samples for which sampling has been completed to said secon d rack rotor 
for them to wait for analysis results, and to evacuate samples still to be subjected to 
sampling to said first rack rotor if another sample requires urgent analy sis, said first 
rack rotor being adapted to supply said sample reguiring urgent analysis to the 
analytical module via the conveyer unit from which samples have been e vacuated. 

wh o r o in said conv o y e r unit i s adapt e d to transf e r samples for wh i ch campling 

has compl o tod to said s e cond buffer for th o rn to wa i t for an al ysis r e su l ts, and to 
e vacuat e samples stil l to b e subj o ct o d to sampl i ng to said first buff e r i f a noth e r 
sample r e qu i r e s urg e nt analys i s, sa i d first buff e r be i ng adapted to supply sa i d 
s a mpl e r e qu i ring urg e nt analysis to th o analyt i ca l modul o v i a the conv e y o r unit from 
which s a mples havo been evacuat e d . 

10. (Previously Presented) An automatic analyzer according to claim 9, 
further comprising: 

an urgent sample loading unit for receiving an urgent sample and conveying it 
to the first buffer; and 
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a controller for, when an urgent sample is loaded into the urgent sample 
loading unit, controlling said analytical module to complete sampling of general 
samples currently being subjected to sampling, and controlling the conveyer unit to 
convey general samples still to be subjected to sampling to the first buffer, to convey 
the urgent sample to the analytical module and to convey general samples in the first 
buffer to the analytical module after said urgent sample has been analyzed. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) An automatic analyzer according to Claim 9, 
wherein said oonvoyor unit has at least one conveyer line that is moved back and 
forth. 

12. (Previously Presented) An automatic analyzer according to Claim 9, 
wherein said conveyer unit has at least two conveyer lines that are moved back and 
forth. 

13. (Previously Presented) An automatic analyzer according to Claim 9, 
wherein said conveyer unit has at least two conveyer lines of which one is dedicated 
to forward movement and another is dedicated to backward movement. 

14. (Currently Amended) An automatic analyzer according to Claim 9, 
wherein said sample buffer nrmngnmen tf irst rack r otor and second rack rotor has a 
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structure in which a plurality of sample racks are held substantially along spokes of < 
rotatable base. 

15. (Currently Amended) An automatic analyzer according to Claim 10, 
wherein said first rack rotor and second rack roto r sampl e buff e r arr a ng e m e nt has a 
structure in which a plurality of sample racks are held substantially along spokes of ; 
rotatable base. 

16. (Currently Amended) An automatic analyzer according to Claim 1 1 , 
wherein said first rack rotor and second rack rotor oamplo buff e r arrang e m e nt has a 
structure in which a plurality of sample racks are held substantially along spokes of 
rotatable base. 

17. (Currently Amended) An automatic analyzer according to Claim 12, 
wherein said first rack rotor and second rack roto r oampl o buffer arrang e m e nt has a 
structure in which a plurality of sample racks are held substantially along spokes of 
rotatable base. 

18. (Currently Amended) An automatic analyzer according to Claim 13, 
wherein said first rack rotor and second rack rotor oampl o buffer arrangomont has a 
structure in which a plurality of sample racks are held substantially along spokes of 
rotatable base. 
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1 9. (Currently Amended) An automatic analyzer according to Claim 9, 
wherein said first rack rotor and second rack roto r samp lo buffer arrang e m e nt has a 
structure holding a plurality of sample racks arranged on a base so that they lie side 
by side substantially in one direction, the structure including athe line switching unit 
for moving said base in a direction substantially perpendicular to the direction in 
which sample racks are arranged. 

20. (Currently Amended) An automatic analyzer according to CJajm 10, 
wherein said first rack rotor and second rack rotor s a mp l e buff e r arrangement has a 
structure holding a plurality of sample racks arranged on a base so that they lie side 
by side substantially in one direction, the structure including athe line switching unit 
for moving said base in a direction substantially perpendicular to the direction in 
which sample racks are arranged. 

21 . (Currently Amended) An automatic analyzer according to Claim 1 1 , 
wherein said first rack rotor and second rack rotor samp lo buffer a rrangement has a 
structure holding a plurality of sample racks arranged on a base so that they lie side 
by side substantially in one direction, the structure including athe line switching unit 
for moving said base in a direction substantially perpendicular to the direction in 
which sample racks are arranged. 
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22. (Currently Amended) An automatic analyzer according to Claim 12, 
wherein said first rack rotor and second rack roto r sampl e buff e r arrangem e nt has a 
structure holding a plurality of sample racks arranged on a base so that they lie side 
by side substantially in one direction, the structure including a the line switching unit 
for moving said base in a direction substantially perpendicular to the direction in 
which sample racks are arranged. 
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